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The power to
recreate reality,
to reinvent culture
we will come to
recognize is where
the theory of
development must
begin its discussion
of mind.
—,hrone rij,.Cn•

Remembering Jerome Bruner

Luca Vecchi, Mayor of Regglo Emitia, taly

He always
underscored that
the personal and
cultural education
of each person—
beginning from
early childhood---
should be based
on an educational
project that was
not rooted solely
in the scholastic
environment but
which engaged in
an osmotic process
with the local
community.
—Luca Vechi
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The municipality of Reggio
Emilia issued the following
press statement by Mayor
Luca Vecchi on June 6, 2016.

Reggio Ernilia has lost a
beloved friend! Yesterday
afternoon, Dr. Jerome Brun

er passed away in the United States. In just a
few months, he would have been 101 years old.
Bruner was one of the most renowned and in
fluential American psychologists of the last
century, a key figure in what is known as the
“cognitive revolution.” He taught at prestigious
universities worldwide, including Harvard, Ox
ford, and New York University, where he was
professor emeritus.

With his passing, the world has lost “an intel
lectual legend, which is difficult to encompass
with the words of each of us,” as Dr. Bruner was
described by Umberto Eco on the occasion of
the conferral of his honorary doctorate by the
University of Bologna. With his passing, our
city also loses a dear friend, as well as an illus
trious citizen. Indeed, in 1997 the Mayor and
the City Council of Reggio Emilia bestowed
him with honorary citizenship, and just a few
years later, he was awarded an honorary doctor-

ate from the University of Modena and Reggio
Emilia.

As mayor, I have had the opportunity to see
what a deep and strong bond Dr. Bruner had
with our city. He paid a visit to Reggio Emilia
every year between 1995 and 200$, because—
as he himself affirmed with the modesty typi
cal of great men—he wanted to learn from our
city, a leader in the field of education. Thus, he
was an attentive and engaged protagonist of
the events of our community. Right from the
start, he appreciated and supported the Reggio
approach and the idea of school as a place of
ongoing cultural development, where children
and students are the active and primary pro
tagonists of their learning processes.

At the same time, he always underscored that
the personal and cultural education of each per
son—beginning from early childhood—should
be based on an educational project that was not
rooted solely in the scholastic environment but
which engaged in an osmotic process with the
local community, creating a constant two-way
relationship with the surrounding world. For
this reason, Bruner was and will always be a
citizen of Reggio Emilia!

Jerome Brunei; 2007 recipient of the NAREA Lifetime Achievement Award, passed away on June
5, 2016. The following tributes are published in this issue of Innovations in honor ofone of the great
thinkers of our time.



We are infinitely grateful to Dr. Bruner for his
friendship, for his capability and expertise, for
the depth of his thinking, and for the joyfulness
that he transmitted to all those who knew him.
On behalf of the municipal administration, all

those who work in the schools of our city, and
the entire community of Reggio Emilia, we
express our deepest and most heartfelt condo
lences to his partner, Dr. Eleanor fox, and to his
family.

Howard Gardner, Hobbs Professor of Cognition and Education,
Harvard Graduate School of Education

The fotlowing tribute by How
aid Gardner was previously
published onASCD In Service
on June 21,2016 and has been
reprinted here with Dr. Gard
ners permisston.

Jerome Seymour Bruner
died on June 5,2016, at the age of 100. And what
a century’s worth of living! Born blind, Bruner
gained limited eyesight at the age of two—he
was famous for his thick glasses, with which he
insisted on gesticulating as he lectured. Bruner
attended Duke University and Harvard Uni
versity, receiving his doctorate in psychology
in 1941. He then conducted research, wrote
dozens of books, and taught for more than 70
years, most of them at Harvard University, the
University of Oxford, and, for the last two de
cades, at the New York University School af
Law, becoming emeritus in 2013.

Like an eager explorer, Bruner ventured across
the entire intellectual landscape, tackling new
topics at a dazzling speed. Beginning as an
experimental psychologist working with lab
oratory animals, he ventured into the fields of
human social psychology and developmental
psychology. He first gained fame for his stud
ies of perception—called ‘The New Look.” He
demonstrated that our perceptions of simple
objects like coins are strongly influenced by
our wants and expectations—making science
of what he had observed when he himself had
to learn to see. He then played a principal role
in the launching of the cognitive revolution—a
computer-influenced approach to the study of
the mind that explored the strategies that hu
mans use to solve problems and to raise new
questions. Donning the lenses of cognitive and
developmental psycholog he explored infant
perception and the emergence and uses of ear
ly language. And then in the latter decades of

life, lamenting the over-rational view of cogni
tive research, he drew attention to the role of
narrative, discourse, and cultural norms in the
law and in life—building powerful bridges from
psychology to the arts and humanities.

But while Bruner is likely to be remembered in
many corners of the university, his most import
ant and most lasting contributions are likely to
be in the field of education. Shortly after the
launch of Sputnik in 1957, Bruner called togeth
er leading thinkers to reconceptualize what he
called, in a much-appreciated and much cited
book, The Process of Education. Representing
a sharp break from behaviorist views of teach
ing and learning, Bruner put forth an active,
hypothesis-generating view of the learner; and
in another influential book Toward a Theoiy of
Instruction, Bruner demonstrated how, in the
hands of mindful educators, even young stu
dents could be engaged in rigorous thinking in
and across the disciplinary terrain, mastering
the tools and languages of the culture, encoun
tering and re-encountering important ideas
in appropriate format as they passed through
stages of development. (See also the article he
wrote for Educational Leadership in 1963 enti
tled “Needed: A Theory of Instruction.”)

Many well-known psychologists have turned
their attention, at least briefly, to educa
tion. Bruner did far more than that. In the mid
dle 196os, he masterminded the creation of a
new and powerful approach to social studies
called “Man: A Course of Study.” In this high
ly original curriculum, middle school children
were exposed to powerful ideas from psychol
ogy, anthropology, sociology, and linguistics,
and given the opportunity to engage, like
young scholars, in exploring, elucidating, and
even transforming key concepts from the so
cial sciences. As a 22-year-old recent college
graduate, I had the privilege of working on the

I believe that Jerome
Bruner is the most
important thinker and
writer about education
in our time—equal in
importance to John
Dewey in an earlier
epoch.
-Howard Gardner
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development of this curriculum. Its three key
questions have guided me throughout my own,
by now, lengthy career: “What is human about
human beings? H9w did they get that way?
How can they be made more so?”

Bruner’s venture into curriculum was extreme
ly exciting for those who had the privilege of
creating it or using it in classrooms—as did
three of my own children. But in the 1970s, its
humanistic features alienated conservative
members of the U. S. House of Representatives,
and federal funding for such innovative educa
tional work was halted—and has never really
been re-activated.

Bruner’s interest in educational experimenta
tion continued throughout his life. In his later
years, he made annual pilgrimages to Reggio
Emilia, a small city in northern Italy famous
for its outstanding early childhood education,
much of it in the Brunerian tradition; his own
participation in the Italian educational efforts
resulted in his being named an honorary citi

zen. When an observer pointed out that Brun
er’s ideas were more honored in Italy than
in the United States, he quipped “Well, then
you’ve got quite a story.”

I believe that Jerome Bruner is the most im
portant thinker and writer about education in
our time—equal in importance to John Dewey
in an earlier epoch. Indeed, his influence may
be greater than Dewey’s, because Bruner wrote
far more vividly and he entered directly into
the classroom—politics and all—in a way that
Dewey never did. At present, neither Dewey
nor Brcmer are much discussed among politi
cal figures involved in education. But we will
only have truly effective education in the Unit
ed States and the rest of the world, if we attend
carefully to, and attempt to implement, the wis
dom of these two scholarly giants.
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I had the pleasure of
meeting him in Reggio
Emilia several times
as he became a friend
of the schools during
his frequent yearly
visits. Bruner was
also named an
honorary citizen of
Reggio Emilia.
-Lelto Gandini

Lella Gandini, Reggio children liaison in the U.S.
of the Reggio Emilia approach

I had the good fortune, be
ginning in the late 1970s, to

serve as the link between
Loris Malaguzzi and nota
ble educators in the United
States, as he asked me to in
terview them for the two pe
riodicals for educators that

he had launched in Italy, Zerosei (Zero to six)
and L’Educa tore (The Educator). Specifically, in
1981 he asked me to interview Jerome Bruner,
who accepted kindly and invited me to his home
in Gloucester on the Massachusetts coast. His
wife was a graduate of Smith College, where I
had also studied and where I was at the time a
part-time instructor of Italian.

To prepare for this task, I tried to read all of his
writings that I could find to be ready to ask per
tinent questions. In response to my questions
beginning with, “You wrote I remember
Professor Bruner would say with humor, “I do
not remember all that I wrote He discussed
with me the importance of the development
of the mind and how teaching is a central ele
ment in this development along with cultural
transmission. In the curriculum he designed,
“Man: A Course of Study,” he recognized the

for the dissemination

influence of Claude Levi-Strauss. He discussed
teaching and teachers’ attitudes toward chil
dren with difficulties while praising the expe
rience of the School of Barbiana in Italy, where
the children helped each other in the process
of learning in a very democratic and effective
way. In conclusion, he spoke about his strong
interest in the development of language in in
fants and young children. He also showed me
two important and beautiful things in his life:
his sailboat—noting that he was, so far, the only
social scientist who had crossed the Atlantic in
a sail boat—and an enormous computer housed
in a small building in his yard, saying that he
was experimenting with this new gadget.

Jerome Bruner did not meet Loris Malaguzzi,
but began to visit the schools of Reggio Emilia
in 1995, the year following Malaguzzi’s death.
He was invited by Carlina Rinaldi, who became
his trusted friend and attentive host. Therefore,
I had the pleasure of meeting him in Reggio
Emilia several times as he became a friend of
the schools during his frequent yearly visits.
Bruner was also named an honorary citizen of
Reggio Emilia. Our most recent encounter was
in November 2015 at the 92nd Street Y, where I
received recognition for my work with teachers
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